
Luke and Diane Fisher were looking for an environmentally 
conscious development for their vacation home when they found 
Crescent Communities on Lake James. The Fishers discovered 
their own piece of the community at Lots 31 and 32 in Old 
Wildlife Club.

After hearing about Lake James through friends, Luke and 
Diane Fisher, who live in Salisbury, N.C., knew they wanted to 
see the land for themselves. 

“We are not fans of high-density development,” says Luke. “The 
natural beauty of our state is its primary attribute, in my opin-
ion. Rampant, uncontrolled growth resulting from that appeal 
can ironically hurt us greatly. It feels great to be part of the 
effort to preserve and also have a great investment at the same 
time. It shows that you can have your cake and eat it, too!”

With the purchase of two adjoining homesites, the Fishers 
hope to build several dwellings across their 8 acres. Luke and 
Diane want to create a place to share with their three  
children for years to come. 
 
“We would like to hire an architect to create a master plan  
of the entire site, including a guest cottage and main house,” 
says Luke.

The Fishers also look forward to enjoying the amenities at 
Camp Lake James. As avid adventurers, the family enjoys  
boating, fishing and traveling together – all activities they can 
do within The Camp.

“The Camp provides a community center – a place to make 
friends through many exciting activities,” says Luke. “It sets 
Crescent communities apart from all others, and we look  
forward to the completion of construction.”

Nestled in the foothills of western North Carolina, Lake James 
is a prime location for watching the leaves turn in fall. Sur-
rounded by a number of national parks, there is plenty of natu-
ral space where trees exhibit the brilliant hues of autumn. 

The peak time to view autumn’s color depends on the elevation 
of the mountains. For the area in and around Asheville, N.C., 

color comes quickly and usually peaks in the early fall. Plan 
your trip to Grandfather Mountain or Mt. Mitchell in early 
October to see the most color on these lofty mountains. Near 
Lake James in the foothills, the changing colors of fall extend 
well into the later fall months. Spend time in Lake James State 
Park, Pisgah National Forest and the Linville Gorge Wilderness 
for leaf watching in mid- to late autumn.

There are multiple ways to take in all the colors of western 
North Carolina’s trees. Navigate a canoe, kayak or boat  
through the waters of Lake James to get a perspective of the 
mountains from the water. Or, pile your family in the car for a 
scenic drive on the Blue Ridge Parkway for views of the Appa-
lachian Mountains, from the North Carolina foothills all the 
way into Virginia.

Perhaps the best way to take in the leaves of fall is to wander 
off the beaten path. Lace up your hiking boots or grab your 
mountain bike and hit the trails. There is a network of trails 
through all the surrounding state parks that offers multiple 
views of the wilderness. Pick your favorite and enjoy a day in 
the great outdoors.
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