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After more than four years of careful planning, we are 
excited to announce that all facilities of Camp Lake 
James are now open for member use. 

The heart of activity at Camp Lake James is the  
Social Hall. Featuring an exercise room, open space  
for gatherings, a game room and the County Line 
Canteen, the Social Hall is a favorite gathering spot. 

We had a great lineup of member events for The Camp’s 
inaugural summer. From morning walks  
and yoga sessions on the Lakeside Lawn to Super Soak  

Saturdays and day camps for the kids, the full-time staff 
at Camp Lake James made it a memorable first summer 
at The Camp.

And later this fall, we’ll have rental cabins available so 
that you and your family can really take part in life at 
Camp Lake James. Our rental cabins offer the pleasure 
and convenience of beginning and ending a day on the 
lake. Stay tuned for more information.

For more information on The Camp’s facilities, program- 
ming and rental cabins, visit CampLakeJames.com.

Less than four months after moving into their home at The Farms, 
a Crescent community near Charlotte, Dave and Laurie Jasany 
felt the itch to own a piece of lakefront property. Their experience 
with Crescent brought them to Lake James. After one tour of the 
property, the Jasanys knew they had found a place that was too good 
to pass up.

“We saw available lots in both communities via land and boat,” 
says Laurie. “But after seeing Lot 7 in Old Wildlife Club, we were 
hooked. We called back in three days and said we’d take it. We just 
didn’t want to hesitate and miss out on the opportunity to own this 
beautiful piece of property.”

The Jasanys began working with an architect to create their ideal 
cabin. Now, their home is almost complete. 

“We wanted to build a home very rustic in nature,” says Laurie. “We 
wanted a home large enough to entertain guests and give them 
a little privacy as well, so we have a guest suite over the detached 
garage. Our daughter Diana and her friends can have lots of fun in 
her upper-level bunk room or in the lower-level family room and 
outdoor space.”

The Jasanys asked their builder, Kenneth Bealer Homes, Inc., to 
position the home to have a view of Shortoff Mountain from the 
kitchen sink. Most of the everyday space, including the kitchen, din-
ing and family rooms, offers views of the lake.

The Jasanys can’t wait for their home to be complete so they can 
take full advantage of life on Lake James. With their 8-year-old 
daughter, Diana, the Jasanys know that Camp Lake James is an 
added benefit.

“The wonderful feel of 
nature at Lake James 
just can’t be found in 
a busy city lifestyle,” 
Dave says. “We love 
the peaceful, relaxed 
setting, and feel like 
we’ve been there from 
the beginning to see 
it all come together. 
We have our pontoon 
boat, ‘Three’s Com-
pany,’ and it’s been 
wonderful to have a 
destination like Camp 
Lake James, which is 
just a three-minute 
boat ride from  
our dock.” 

The Jasanys have been active participants in a number of Camp 
Lake James activities, and Diana enjoys the summer day camps. 
With the variety of natural entertainment just outside their back 
door, there will be plenty to keep the family busy year-round.

“We love seeing the wild turkeys, deer and foxes at Old Wildlife 
Club,” says Laurie. “While on the lake, it’s so enjoyable to see the 
trees and mountains, watching for birds and turtles along the banks, 
and hearing the fishing boats going in and out of the coves. You just 
have to see it for yourself!”

The blue ghost firefly is a rare firefly found only in a few relatively undisturbed loca-
tions in western North Carolina. These fireflies are only visible in late May and June 
and are known for their glowing, continuous blue light. Only male blue ghost fireflies 
can fly. The high humidity of the forest floor along most of the southern Appalachian 
Mountains makes an ideal environment for these fireflies, which have trouble living 
and establishing new habitats if their habitat is disturbed. 

One of the best places to see blue ghost fireflies is DuPont State Forest, less than two 
hours from Lake James. Just after dark, you can see these fireflies and their blue glow 
hovering a few feet above ground. The Friends of DuPont State Forest and TriBeta, 
a biological research society, are sponsoring a study of the blue ghost firefly at the 
Appalachian Center for Environmental Education, a research center headquartered at 
Brevard College.
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One of the best ways to explore Lake James is on foot, 
walking through the lush vegetation that surrounds the 
lake. We’ve created miles of trails to connect owners to 
their homesites, community docks, the Overmountain 
Victory National Historic Trail and Camp Lake James.

Jeremy Early Trailworks, Inc. recently built roughly 
2.75 miles of trails in 1780 and Old Wildlife Club. 
Using the method he learned as the Order of the Arrow 
Trail Crew foreman at Philmont Scout Ranch for Boy 
Scouts, Jeremy created all the new trails by hand, mini-
mizing impact on the land.

“Every trail is different, in that some run through thick 
rhododendron stands and others through pine forests,” 
says Jeremy. “Of everything I’ve done at Lake James, my 
favorite part is on the Hully Gully trail, where it comes 
out to a point on the lake. It’s a gorgeous spot.”

Once Jeremy was hooked on trail building, he honed 
his skills as a Roving Outdoor Conservation School  
instructor at Philmont and with the Northwest Youth 
Corps in Eugene, Ore.

With techniques learned 
from these experiences, 
he used a mattock and 
other hand tools to clear 
brush, and lay stones 
and stairs throughout 
1780 and Old Wildlife 
Club. Now, the trails are 
ready for use.

“The more people using 
the trails, the better 
the trail conditions,” 
says Jeremy. Trails need 
people to use them to 
avoid becoming over-
grown and to compact 
the soil so they won’t  
be affected by erosion  
or water damage. So 
come out and enjoy 
these new trails.

Explore our New Trails




